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ING Tuesday, June 9, 196k, at Mr. & irs. Ditterlinets

Following an enjoyable picnic and coekout on the Ditterline frent lawn, closely adjacent to
the Chernick Sanctuary, Briarcliff, the meeting was called to order by President Hugh D.
Moore in the Ditterline living room with the following Directors present: President Moore;
.- ~Mesdames Anderson, Cog:eshd l, Geiffert and Holmes; Dr. Bligh, Dr. Frair, and Messrs. Dit-
terline, Holntes and Ritchey., Also present were Mrs. Ditterline, MissEunice Ditterline,
Mrs, Jennie 3mith, Mre Paul Anderson, Mr, Fennell, and Chairman of the Board and lrs,

Nettletone

The FPresident expressed the pleasure and appreciation of the Board for the very enjoyable

Ditterline hospitaiity.
1 REFORTS

Readingof theMimibes of the last meeting were omitted because of absence of the Recording
Se:vretary, Mre Messiah who was ille Mre Hettleton aited as Recording Sexvretary.

The Treasurerts report for the month of May, presented by Mis. Holmes, showed a General Fund
balance of $L61l.22, a sSanctuary Fund balance of $519.41, a Scholarship and Education Fund
balance of $279.33 ad a totdl bank balance of $L259,96 as of bay 31, A copy is attached to

these minutes,

There was an explanation of this yearts summer scholarships, which have developed into

three from SMRAS Inc,, plus one by the Chappaqua Garden Clib,

The Fresident expressed his

satis~faction as to the value of the scholarships to the Society, both in the work of
conservation ax1d in making available potential future leadership and contributions to our

gotiety.

Membership Comiittee Chairman Let Holmes reported several new membhers, some resignations

and nne death, resulting in & present total of 370
pos tale

ey 2 CONSERVATION

: mepbers . The President stated that.:;;le
d_continué the previous practice of welcomiing each new member with a personally-written

Mrs. Coggeshall, Conservation andOpen 3paces Chairman, reported on the following ma tters:
The Wilderness-Bill is now reported favorably by one House sub-committee and is at present

in the most nearly favorsble status yete

A plan to increase numbers of the whooping crane has been proposed by t:e Fish & Wildlife
Service by taking a few eggs each year from selected nests s d hatching them artificially.
The Hational Audubon Society is opposed to the plan, believing that it may jeopardize ex-

isting flocks,

NAS has a new sanctuary in New Jersey totaling 98 acres with a variety of wildlife and top~

ography.

Carmel, N.Y. has applied to the City of New York for an additiona two million gallons of
water supply daily, apprently resulting from plans of a brewery company there to increase
its production of beer. Apparently the City of New York 1 §g811y cannot allow such an

increase for use by private business, but it appears that

v sore means the increase may be

al lowede Mr, Dibterline pointed out that half of the large additional amount of water to be
used would be returned to the land in the form of mash and similar effluent, a conservation

threat in itself thru non-disposal.

The Rolling Hills property in Thornwood has aroused interest of some recreation groups and
is now under study by them and by the Gpen Spaces Comnittee, the latter in hopes of having
part or all of the area preserved as a natural wildlife sanctuary, about which the Nature
Conservancy is much enthused and may begin a careful campaign, at present delgyed because of

the Westlak hool budget controversy az‘iLema iing .interest of citizen
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Apparently it has no brand name but is sold in drimse Iir. Fennell added that apparently 90%

of the detergent companies voluntarily are switching over to this t
(Secretary!siotes

will be all they sell in about a year from now,
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has stated, in an article in the Audubon Magazine, that even if the present, polluting, type
of detergent were eliminated now, the effects would continue for another ten years

. 3 JUNTUR AUDUEON ACTIVITIES dodobsa  Jomior Claboss |
IJ St@eﬁgﬁr}lgiﬁo€§§§s°€otﬁ§e%g§%ﬁl?f T 'ﬁ@éy:@fﬁ% folR81 BES 5 858 BRErsTe-

and an exhibit in town. The exhibit, staged at the Hewbhorne school at the request of its
FTA, arousedmuch interest among yonng non-members 2 parents, and particularly of teachers.
Pupils in grades L-6 grades, and one in 7th, comprise the group with anaverage age of 10%.
The Fleasantville group, led by ioug Eckels, also has teen actie with regular meetings,

an exciting meebing with an exhibit of snakes, some trips, shell collecting, pressed flowers
and other activitiess. ZHunice Ditterline, who recently volunteered to head a new group in
Briarcliff, may be selected to lead an older girls' club during the coming year .

-~

Mr. Fennell briefly reviewed the history of the Pleasantville Junior Club, which he founded,
and mentioned that for a time much related nature activity formed part of the curriculum in
the Chappaqua schools, thanks to a number of SMRAS Members,

There was a discussion of a possible Junior Audubon pregram, perhaps in the afternoon, some
time during the yedr, sponsored by SMRAS with low charge admissicn, possibly featuring Mrs.
George of Bedford, whem Mr. axd Mrs. Holmes have observed at a children's program and
enthusiastically recommend. Mrse. George's fee is not known. there was also a discussion of
the Juniordudubon budget appropriations of SHRAS for the coming year and Mrs. Geiffert
mentioned a few of the items for which the money may be spent. Une suggestion from members
present was that leaders be reimbursed in advance for transportaticn expenses of trlps.Mr.

}y SANCTUARY NEWS
Ditterlne reported that the Gonservéﬁon Club of the Briarecliff High School was making regular
trips and systematic research at the Chernick Sanctuary, now in the process of identifying

trees and shrubs, as well as helping in building trails.

 Jim Ritchier Brinton Brook co-cha irman, reported that Miss Farida Wiley of t nseum of

tural History plans ce, one of her group field trips to Bringon Brook on n B Na-
for which Jim and Jogjf a 30 lclrxan::'man, have given permissions They will arrange for the group
to picnic at the cabin and make whatever other arrangements are needed. There was a
discus=-sion of inviting Miss Wiley to be the featured speaker on one of our programs, and the
con-sensus was that she would be most value le as a field trip leader, also that in any case
there would be expense involved.

5 FEDERATION OF NEW YORK STATE BIRD CLUBS CONVENTION
TimeRbtihhef M. whthatérSirditinbe HAapseasnbeouBiRsdsinclayt2Rl ;] ThortedabnCaieentiyn the
ehjoyzbItveeBikrdn@labd Wwhenked mbmbBosiefytierfFslierpléanurerentehonorn tetwattyhkeemerntofigihe

There are 560 individial members, Jim reported on business meetings, gfield trip at Crkgént
Bedodundonklweteabed sedl kegatridigdCay cewre Isi ahtiud toids Paad tgn@rkenuen Dsddnd; ossleel Trd e
Buckhorn State Park, Grand Island; Nature ®nservancy commendatien in saving four areas,

rized vehicles in the Yorest Preserve and other Wilderness grea he proposed dre rican
Ig ‘g %eut s?te on Yapanes 1is g bﬁreaLenJ n5 rare wildli ¢ ife, ban at ’bxf ter Conservation Fund

bill, “Hilderness Bill, Predator Control, the Hempstead ligtlands a d Lnsect:\.c:«.des. Host or=
ganlzé. ion for the Convention was the Mph Te Yabterman Rird Club. Next year's host will be
the Onondaga Audubon 3ociety of yracuse. A copy of the Convention report is attached.

There was diiscussion of one item in Yr, Ritchie's report, a resolution at a business meeting
asking each member club to donate the sum of {10 to help balance the Federation's present
$150 deficite Mro. Ditterline moved that the item be laid on the table; the motion was
seconded and passed uhanimously.
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In response to an inquiry as to bhe values of our eelonging to the Wederation, Mr. Temnell
said that altho there were many national organizations in the conservation field to exmress
views and exert pressures, there were few on the State level, of which this is one. IMr.
Wattleton mentioned the valuable werk of the Federation, supported by orgaizations such
as our Socieby, in omwosing threats to the golden eagle, a year or two ago. Both members
held the view that i¥ was valuable for oul Society to be a member of the Federation.

: 6 NEW BUSINESS
¥y, Tennell outlined the cost of a 196L~65 directory. Itwas moved, seconded and passed
un-animously that he be empowered to go ahead with a directory fot the coming year.

In connection with our publications, for which Mr. Fennell is chairman, specid mention was
made of the value of the Society's histery, recently contained in the newsletter by
ingstall-ments. There was general p vroval of the value of Mr, Youman's initiative and
presentation,

The President also expressed our appreciation for the fine work of Mr. Fennell as chairman
for the directory, newsletter and our newspaper publicity. Apparently the newsletters is
zenerally amwroved, as almostno criticisms have been received.

Mrs. Holmes reported that a showcase is available at a Mt. Vernon School, now disposing of
equipment, which we may have for use as part of the museum ab Brinton Brook, if we go and
get ite Mrs. Anderson volunteered to furnish transportation in the form of her station
wagon. IMr. Ditterline volunteered to assist in the wmovinge

Mr., Ditterline reported oun his and Eunice's work in the salvage permit wroject. They are at
present checking, usually by canoce daily, 120 nests. He listed the variety of
species--red-~winged blackbirds in the majority--and the fact that about one-pehtb. oft.one
percent of theeggs do not hatch.

e S i i 4 / )

dr, Nettleton mentioned some conservationmatiers: the State of New Jersey's discontinuing
use of DDT in combating the gypsy mothj; Miss Carson's bequests to Nature Conservancy and

the Sierra Club; two free newsletuvers--CONSERVATION NEWS of the National Wildlife
Federaticn, 1412 Sixteenth St., N.W., Washington 6, D.C., and a newsletter on threats end
develop-ments in mechanized vehicles! intrusions in wilderness areas, available from
Newsletter, 2712 Fanorama Place, Santa Barbara, Calif. 93105, He also mentioned the report
of declining human birth rate, despite.te a increase inmarriages. (his allusion to DDT as a
wossible fact-er, made half in jest, has sihce been refuted by Mr. Femnell, who quoted a World
Telegram report that the cause may be a rising use of birth control pills, a possible
antidote to the population explosion)

Regarding summer responsibilities in carrying out ay demands of the Society, it was agreed,
in the absence from the area of the President, Vice Fresident and Chairman of the Boardthat
any needed® business be carried out by a four-man team, Mr. Femnell, Dr. Bligh, Let Holmes ;
and Ed Ditterline, the last-named acting as chairman. .- "

The next Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 3, at the home of Mr, and Mrs.
#aul Anderson in Thornwood,

Mention was made of the bardiness of Nationd Audubon fociety, on a few occasions, in
send~-ing members their notices of dues due; consequently, several now make a practice of
renew-ing membership upon the respective amniversaries without awaiting the notices,

Meeting adjourned at 10.23 p.m. I es ectf

JE) PetotTrn

Leon J’J. Nettleton,

; Recording Secretary pro tempore
Attachments (2), ce to ir. Moore

o
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ob P63 SOV IBTION, o REPA  ese.
The Poughkeepsie Inn was the Headquarters for the Seventeenth Annual Convent.ion
of the Federation of New York State Bird Clubs 'Inc.,
We arrived Friday evening 5/22:intime to attend the Reception given by the

Ralph T.Waterman Bird Club - our ‘host for this delightful weekend.

Later ‘in the evening we gathered in the Town Room to be briefed by Mr.Wheat -
Chairman of ‘the Conservation Committee and member of Baldwin Bird Club'- on the
resolutions to be discussed and voted on the following morning at -the Council
meeting. Between 45 and ‘50 members attended this session and Mr.Wheat was very
pleased to announce that this was an unusual good turn-out for a Friday -evening
and we were very happy to meet our friends from Scarsdale Mr.& Mrs Hastings.

About 9 a.m. Saturday morning the Council Meeting was called to order by our
President Mr.Robert S.Arbib,Jr.The Roll Call showed 27 (out of 35) Bird Clubs
represented and a quorum was declared. Mrs. Florence CGermond, President of the
Ralph T.Waterman Bird Club greeted the meeting. Miss Margaret #.Busk, Rec.'Sec.

‘read’ the minutes from last years meeting. Minutes approved. Treasurer Mr.Kenneth
‘D.Niven gave us a very gloomy report about the Federations -fiinancial ‘standing -

we went about $150.00 in the red during 1963 - The "Kinghird" costing more than

$3.00 a year to be printed - a raise in dues inevitable - an .increase to $5.00
suggested but to- leave it at. the old price for students - as the By-Laws must be

I‘&ﬁlfled before an increase can go into effect and :it will take two years to have
‘that change made,;lt-was-suggegted that each Club donate $10.00 this year to help

our finances and also each member could up-grade themselves voluntarily to either

Sustaining member (§5.00) or Supporting {$10.00), would help greatly in the.intetim;

Mrs. Alice E.Ulrich, Editor of the Kingbird, asked for interesting ‘items suitable

‘for our magazine - and stressed the :importance of correct addresses with Zip code
numbers as 'it costs the Federation 20¢ for every returned magazine. The members on |
‘the }ohn-J;Ellibtt Memorial Fund are planinhg an award for the best article sub-mi

ttedto the Kingbird Magazine and hope many of our members will participate.
Mr.Arbib was very happy to announce that we have ‘fiinally found an enthusiastic

and capable Editor and Author for the ‘State Book, namely: John L.Bull member of the
Linnean Society of New York.:

A 20 minute COFFEEBREAK at 10:40 a.m.
The Nominating Committee's slate of officers was approved and the only change
was the -Corr.Sec. post taken over by Mrs.Frederick Marsi in place of Mrs.Lillian C.
Stoner., Membership Com. reported 35 Clubs plus 560 individual members

The following eleven Resolutions were passed:
1. Cruger Island Atomic Plant to be built elsewhere

‘2, Presque Island, Lake Erie to be left as:is

3. Buckhorn State Park, Grand Island to be left wild.
4, Mr.Hastings recommendation to commend Nature Conservancy for their workduring
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| the past year .in saving four areas.
« 5+ Motorized Vehclesiin Forest Preserve and other Wilderness Areas.
6. :American Bomb Test ‘Site on Japanese Island With Rare .Wildlife.
(‘7, ‘Land and Water Conservation Fund Bill
5.,>Wilderness Bill
9. Resolution on Predator Control
10.  Resolution on Hempstead Wetlands
11. 'Statement on Insecticides !
The proposed resolution on Pigeon .(Rock Dove) ‘Control was defeated.(13 for, more against§
' Ad journment for Lunch at 12:40 p.m.

The PAPERS ‘SESSION got under way at 1:45 p.m. and about ten ‘Speakers covered this
segsion ‘with :illustrations, slides and movies. All very .interesting but especially
Mr.James M.Hartshorne's "Behavior of the Eastern Bluebird at the nest" showing the
nesting and rearing of the young birds .inside hirdhouses and laboratory cages,

a marvelous job of photography and much patience involved. Harold :D.Mitchell :(Buffalo
-Auduben ‘Society) film of "'Nesting Red Crossbill's :in Western New York' and of the Dem-

.aiselle Crane i(breeding range "south central Eurasia) discoveredon the Iroquois Natlonal
Wildlife Refuge iin ‘Western Orleans County. The session adjourned by '5:20 p.m.

‘Later on that evening we attended the ‘Annual Banquet (Top Sirloin of Beef) at the _
Hellenic Center, a beautiful new building .in the southern part of the City. Herbf

‘Balt-ford .(Waterman Bird Club) was Toastmaster and the main ‘Speaker .of the evening was|

--pther<than our own membeer Charles Bertram ‘Schaughency whowing his wonderful film npone!
(‘ "New Jersey Out Doors", which shows not only birds but also some exotic wildflowers

growing :in ‘the Pine Barrens and other places of New Jersey. :We thoroughly enjoyed
his:informative and humorous commentary. Mr.Schaughency .is to be complimented on the
wonderful job he does with his films.-

It was midnight when we got back to our room, but we were up at .5 a.m. for our
scheduled Breakfast at 6 and our field trip start at 7 a.m.lt was a clear cool

morning with a slight westerly breeze. .Ideal. Groups of 5 to 6 cars, each group
witha leader and different destinations traveled north. We were on Rte 9 for awhile
then turning 'in on a lovely country lane we saw a Bobolink on top of a tall hirch.
‘We parked near Bard ‘College and walked ‘the 1% miles to and around Crugers .Island.,
‘This;is.indeed a place for birds. One wishes this area could be set aside for a

‘Wildlife ‘Sanctuary. There ‘is an abundance of wildflowers and grand old trees. This
was really "Natures Cathedral” on a beautiful 'Sunday morn. AND TO THINK THAT SOME-

BODY WANTS TO BUILD AN ATOMIC PLANT HERE!!! By 12:30 all cars gathered at Bard Col-
‘lege for a box lunch on the lawn overlooking the Hudson River.

We wish to express our gratitude to all the members of the R.T.Waterman B.C. who
gave so willingly of their time to make this visit such a memorable one for us.

7( /ﬁ The Onondaga Audubon Society of Syracuse will be the host for next years
(wz' Convention. Thank you SMRAS for giving us the honor of delegates at this Convention.
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Arsa South of David R, Chernick Sanctuary

The area of Pocantico River Reservoir North of
014 Sleepy Hollow Road to the intsersection of Long Hill
Roed, Briearcliff, and Reech Hill Roed, Town of Mt.Pleasent,
Pleasantville, N.Y. bounded on the East side by the o0ld New
York Central railroad and curving around the East side of
the David ", Chernick Sanctuary and on the-West by the first
top of ridge of hills running Parallel with the river is a
natural paradise.

The valley portion of this area is sutmerged by
backwater from Pocantico River Reservoir. The area 1is
divided into four phases~ three swampy marshlands eonnected
by the river channel: The depth of water variesfrom 10
feet in the channel to 6" to 3 '-0" deép on the marshlands
which centaln numerous lslands and boggs, The hillside is
covered with heavy vegetation snd meadow lands. With in the
area is one D ruming North and South which was left by the
glacler,

The s&ree supports many forms of wild life as
well as trees, mcrubs, bushes and wild flowers. The
animal life living and rearing young in this area insludes:
Deer, possum raccoon, skunks, muskrats, fox,rabbits
csottontails and hare, woodchucks, squirrel,
deer mice, field mice and ratr, shrew, moles star noss

and plain as & few types,




oL

There are various types of frogs; water snakes,land
anakes, box turtle, palnted, spotted and anapping turtle
and geveral varietles of fish,

The tree3s ascrubs and tushes are: tullp, White,
black chestnut Osks, beech, linden, black cherry, a
few third growth chestnuts, black walnut, honey locust,
tlack, yellow,white and silver blreh, white cedar,wlllow,
water willow, ash, puasy willow, pig hickoryshaggy bark
hickory, American Elm (dying out),swamp maple, red, and
sugar maple, spice bush red twig,yellow twig, wild pink
azalea, bush honeysuckle, wild honeysuckle, beyberry, high
and log bush blueberry,huckleberry, fox graps, bar berry’
bitter sweet, staghornshoemac, poison ivy, white dog wood
and others,

The flowers are: skunk cabbage, lady slippers,
Trilliun (weke robin), John-jump-upse, Jack in thepulpits,
white, yellow, blue, marsh and dog tooth violets,false
lily of vt 6 valley, falme solomon 3eel, real solomon seal,
marsh marjigolde, Dutchmen britches, various goldenrods,
water jotus, water lilles, yellow flelid 1liily,
wind flowers, spring veautles, asters, white and purplebse
walm, blood root, ginaeng, cat tails, buttercups,

Queen Ann's lace, Ax 38ed, purple vetch, woody niteshade.
red clever, meedow rue, wild geranium, many fernsand
leechans,

The prowih of fiowers, grasses, scrubs, bushes
and trees untouched 18 a natural place for the aniinals and
birdae Thia 13 an oesis in our land, AR aree epprox. 4 o

5/8 mile wide by 1% :nile long.
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It is unusal to fInd Canada gsege necting tile
far southe Normelly they nest north in Canade, yet
thef€ wero glzn KTOWn nssi$with in the avea this yesr,

The followlny is 8 list of more than 105 differedt
birds seen 1in thls aresw; yet many more are actually heres
canada goose, mallard, wood, teal (biue a.d green wing) ducks

nesting In tne earea. Yesldes these ws gee coote,

common loon, pled bill greBe, grest blue heron, green heron,
black crown nigh?t heron, smerican bittern, commen merganser,
turkey vulture, red tell hawk, rough lepred hawk, marsh
hawlk, sperrow hawk, rufl gfouae, ring neck nhessant, Vireinia
rall sors rells, American wmood cock, velloWlegred sgadplper
nerring gulls, mourning dove, ground dove; rellow and

black billed cuckeo, gresat horned owl, hern owl, screech
owl, ®hip~poor wili, chuck wllleg-wldow, ruby- throsted
humning bird, yvyellaw shalted flicker, pilested, halry, w
and dewny woodpeckers, esstern king biesd, great crestad

fly catcher, eastern plhoeva, leaat.flycatchef, gwal lowe-
Tree, rough wing'o&rnp blue Jave, copmon crow, {ish crow
tlack capped chickedoe, tufied *iltimouse, white rreastbed

put hatch, brown eresper, house wren, short and long blll
marsh wren, catbird, btrown thraesher, hermit, wood end

vespry thrush, sastern 'luerird, tlus-prav gnateatcher,
ster®ing, red ove virsc, warbler's~ black and white,
awalnmons, worm eating, bliue wing”'ymllowﬁ magnolia,
myrtile, valicw throawted, and pralrge ovenblrd, canads

wartler, americen red atert, holivse sparvow, rsd wing(2

toaled iy e
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LYPOE | 5 welbimore oplols, voat telled, purpleé, and hronng
grmmkla,brown Faadad cOv tird, acarlot tangers, savainel,
TORE hreastad gTQﬂbGﬁkq amer lodn gold flneh, ©68°59T0

aneo 8lnbe caoloreds

i

pomhes, artls OT tan apot Lowned,
SPATTORE” trae, chlpplng, e ey antoped, f1pld, whlte
cfownpgﬁhite‘thrnatg oK, SWP, FOVL, robbin, and bald
augle. The ahove hirds ere 511 wesn during Lhe ysoar o2
wmigre Lory flights as 2 atopover UO ppat snd feed; #

Targe number ptuy and negt in this ared.

Mis is one of the vory few gren g left in The
agunty of Wastchegter oF aouthern He® vopk Stebe where
one can find puch 8 varidy of wild 1ife. he eres shoul 4
be @r@serv&d jn tts natural atate free from neRvy
poorenhlonel use prd uged as @ golencelaboratory for
sohouig and poeople 1nterested in the wild Llife.

Ag more apd wWOre 1end is taken over for houning
and indu@ﬁﬁiﬁl ugag, our natoral wilos, mith the
animalaand hWipdes disapponve nevar to DO regainede fhroed
1ike thie aro neaded Ho hold baclk our preclous water
whick Lo pentored Lo the natural und@rground'wat@f
PREOTVE8. Wi th the building of houséng sad industheiel
parks, tho taster Lhe run of'f of the water caunelng
Plasding inthe Low landa and ihe towsring of the undois
ground gater tabla. mgpetor placoes af thia typs ave

neasded Tov the henifit o§ Moy LB wall o2 wiid 1ifae.

woRL.Ditterlins
Chatrman David Te g T A

£
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