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SAW MILL RIVER AUDUBON SOCIETY, INC.

Minutes of Regﬁlar Meeting of Officers, Board of Directors,
and Chairmen of Standing Committees

May 5, 1966
The meeting was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan
Coggeshall . Present were Mesdames Kaye Anderson, Carol Coggeshall,
Catharine Holmes, Bealrice Ridgewayv, and Ruth Spendelow, znd Messrs.
Harold Bligh, Ed Ditterline, Lester Holmes, Stanley Lincoln, Willis
Hegsiah, William Osborn, Rebert Ridgeway, and Howard Spendelow. The

meeting was opened by President Willis Messliash at 8:25 p.m.

SECRETARY'S REFCRT: Minutes of the previous meeting of April 14
were read and approved. |

TREASURERS REPORT: Mrs. Holmes reported a valance on hand of
#2,165.56 as of April 30.

Mr. Lincoln is our delegate to the annual convention of the
Federated Bird Clubs of New York belng held on May 22, and a decision
28 to the Boclety's financial support of this organization will be
discugsed followlng the conventlon. Mras. Holmes umentioned a raige
in dues of this organization, and alsoc the question of support for
the Federated Conservationists of Westchester County, of which SMRAs
is a charter member. (See Bulletin #59 - page 1.) Mr. Messian asked
that further discussion he deferred unﬁil later in the meeting, hut
time did not permit this and the matter remained unresolved.

COMMITTER REPTRTS

Congervation - Mrs. Coggeshall reporited on the proposed nationwide

gystem of secenic trails. One such vroposal would extend federal

gupport to the Avpzlachian Trail. The Nationsl Wildlife Refugess are
peing studled as part of the Wilderness System. These programns are

still at the gtudy level and no plans haeve been made as yvet.
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Mf.NedSmith,Fieldﬁepr@sentativecfthevOpenSpaoeActimn
Committee, made a survey of the Holbréuk property adjacent to Brintmn
Brock. The Holbrooks would like to give the back part of thelrp
propsrty to the ﬁociety} but sre not financially able to do so.
However, they would sell at %1,000 an acre, a much lowser price than
the rest of the land. Hrs. Forgyth was quoted as sayving that actually
the Kaufman property is mcre useful to the future of the sanctuary.
dudson River Lxpressway and Route 117 spur - Thls road will
pass close to Chernick bBanctuary, and will change the whole Pocantico
Vallev. ¥Mrs. Coggeshall read a letter from Warren Balgooyen, Research
Lsgistant at Kitachawan Research Laboratory, reminiscing about boy-
hood observations and pleasures In a natural arsa. Dr. Blish later
suggested that permission be asked to have this letter printed as a
springtime feature In a newspaper to publiclze such arcas, arouse
nostalgla,and latershow that thesearcasmay nolongerbeavallable,which
might trigger memoriesandaction. Mrs.Holmesmoved that
Mrs.Coggeshall and ¥Mrg. Andersonde empowered toexplorepussibilitiesef use of

theletter, and themotion was passed by the board.

rJ
ﬁr.Ditte@@inesuggestedthatweapproachtheﬁeenicﬂudson

Commitieewhich hagbeen extremelysuccessfulinitsdealingswith
ConsolidatedEdisgn,mthatwetryandraisemoneyforsupportof

Sceniec Hudson,and that weaskthemforadviceandhelp.Mr.Ditterlinealso
thought weshouldeee 1fthe Federated Conservationists
wouldactonthismatterof therelocatlionof Reute117.Mr, Ned

Smithof the Opentpace AetionCommittee had beencontacted,and hisanswer was
that the committee doesnot makestatements, forrm policies, ortakeactionof
thistype.Mrg.Coggesnall haswrittenNational Audubon about the road

relocation,but hashad noanswer yet.
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Hr. Ditterline also felt we might enlist the support of Mr. Ubtinger,

wio Seems very concerned about the effect of th: relocatlon of the

rndd’d‘ndlsﬁtr‘"n&lv aga:}no Lh(—
N whole project. M, further
suggested that 3MRAsdrafta lettor to evervgena torzjlg.tel e

representativeinthec, statel, egislature, - Tighting the road on

the bagisthat itwashes Nng built forbenefitof one rperson, not for
all.Hehasavailable g copyofaletter-hehaswrltt €N, and he

readareglyreceived fromE.Magon.
Mrs.Coggeshallsuggestedthatinsteadoflettersto&ovgrnop
Rockefellerwhidhwouldbescre@ned,thatwewritetoLaurence
%X%Efellefga%aodCOnservatﬂnﬁst.Wemightpointouttbatwhileanewbond
issueoftwomillicndollarswasbeinggrmmmedtocr@atenatupalbeautyapgas
elsewhere,theroadwouldbedﬁstroyéngaseenicriverv&llcy&lreadyhere.
Hr.Messishasked fors courseof actiontsbe taken which
would sumupsuggestions, -firsttogeckadvice fromSeenicHudsen

andMr.Spendelowmadcamotionthatthisbedone,whichmntionwas

. chefelle
gseeconded and corried, and secondly, to apppoach Mr. Ldurenc' f

capacity as chalrman of the Hudon River Valley Commission. H#r. Dit-
terline made a metion that sueh a lettzr be drafted., The motion was
seconded by Mrg., Anderdon, and carried. Thirdly, Mr. Messiah suggested
that Mrs. Anderson send a letter to Mr. Xilborne znd a copy to

Mr. dttinger as a courtesy.

«

Membership - Mr. Holmes reported that Smras hed a total of

%63 members, and that the Naticnal Audubon Soclety was getting out

anatlional memperghiplist.

Mr. Messiah

Brinten3rook Sanctuary ~No commities member be ing present, reported

thata home tad not yetbeen found for the purplemartin
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birdhouse offered by Mr. Fennell. Mr. Ditterline suggested it could
be used more appropriately at Chernick. Mr. Messiah gsaild there was
no report on the cost of the new sign for the entrance to the
oroperty. Mr. Demarest wasg mentloned as a new co-chalrman with
¥r. Boyle. Dr, Bligh suggested that the Board draft a letter of
aporeciation to Jim Ritchie and Alice.

Chernick - Mr. Ditterline reported receiving more stakes from
Mr. Holmes, and that the Boy Bcouts have been coming down to work on
the tralls. He also asked that the Board start loocklng for anew
chzirman, as his Job will require nim to be gone for about 18months.
de agreed to continue serving as long as pessiple, while
8 new chalirman was belng broken in.Mr. Ed Waelton was mentioned
as & posslible suecessor. Hrs. Holmes repmrtéd that maps of Cher-
niek,which wers suppecsed to be accurate,were In her possession.

Larlier Mrs. Coggeshall saild that her committee had decided
to make overtures to Surnhem Lewis for wetland next to Cnernick,
instead of waltling for the rlght of way for Route 117 to be
decided. This gmall parecel of land is a2 swanmpy area without
sccess.lt might be pressible to get casements from the New
Roehelle Water Company and scme owners in Mt. Pleasant. This would
protect thevalley, unless the road& goes through. Bhe also
) displayed s mapof the Clarkson Route, walch was the criginal
Minades,
Corred ?&paep@a@érvw&p@rtsdtthat Mr. Walton has been informed that title to
g/q/ég d=Serant obpoz%.ef _ ‘

anotiner piece 2f property adjacent to Chernick and winicn SMRAS ha

noped to acquire, either by gift or oy purchase for a nominal sumfrom
the Town of Mt. Pleasant, does not regide with thetown. Alternate

means of access to Chernick nmust. therefore now be explored.
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Thurcer - Mrs. Ridgeway reported that she and her husband had
been to the sanctuary on three visits,-that they had replaced the
sign, put up new gigns on treeg, and talked to neighbors there about
the open ditches whilch appeared to be polluted and a health hazard.
Mr. Thurber was contacted c¢n the sublect of draining the ditches,
but was against it. The ditch problem must be settled before other
projects can be undertaken. Mr. Rldgewav described the ditches and
area, and suggested that the dltches be lowered to drain the polluted
waters. Hr. Thurber thinks this would affect the wet area. There
was a discussion by the Beard as to whom should be responsible Tor
the draining,- Nature Conservancv which owns the land, or SMRAs
which administe?s the sanctuary.

Mrs. Coggeshall suggested that members visit the area snd see
the problem ditches for themselves, and interested members sgreed
to meet at the sanctuarv at 2:30 on Saturday, May 7.

Mrs. Ridgewar hés gince furnishsed & report which is attached
to and becomes a part of these minutes.

Education ~ Junior Audubon Clubs - Mr. Lincoln said that he had
had no further contact with the couple, Mr. and Mrs. ¢'Neil, who
had commented by letter that they had organized several hundred
Junior Auduben Clubs. It was declided to ask them for advice and
help. Hr, Ditterline mentioned that one of Eunice's group, Heide
Urban, & junicr in high school, would take over the Junior Audubon
Club of Chernick, but that she wou d require much help. On April 26y

]
of Belgrclff (6/6)/%/ N and Smras
sunice spoke to the PTA ,on behalf of the Junior
Audubon

and T@ggivggsggagaépgggngégo suggested es a possible candidate for

leadepr.,
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Seholarshipns - Mr. Lincoln reported that the Chappaqua Garden

Club had put no restriection on use of their contribution. Mrs.
Mildred Brooks has informed him thaet her plans are altered and that
she cannot attend the Audubon Camp after all., The 1list of czndidates
is now narrcwed down to Eunice,IMi$érline, Mrg. Secor of Cssining,
and Sally Brown, a counselor from Camp S5loane. A motion was made
and carried that the Society 1limit scholarship ald to these three
for this vear.

Program -~ In the absence of the Program Chalrmen, Mr. Messiah
listed the alternatives for the next SMRAs meeting - the showing
of the film previously scheduled for the annual meeting, a visit
to Brintcon 8rock Sanctuary, or csncellation of the meeting. It was
moved that the May 13 meeting be postponed and a June visitt to

Brinton be substituted.

New Jersey

There was alsc a discussiocn of field trips to Brigantine New

JerseyonMov 14 and 15, and te Sharon, Connecticut on May 21 =nd 22.

Committees - HMr. Messiash asked that 2 committee be set upn to
handle the chalrmanship of wvaricus committees. Mr. Spendelow
volunteered for consideration as Field Trip Chalrman. Dr. 3ligh
offered to serve and chalr the Program Committee.

Mr. Lincoln wag asked ﬂo draw up & request for volunteers for
comnittees for the Bulletin.

Mr. Megsliah asked for volunteers for the program Tor the
vigitto Brinton Brook in June. Hr. Holmesgs will be chalrman with
Mrs.Anderson and Mr. Ditterline on his committee and the president
exofficio.

The meeting wos adjourned at 10:48 p.nm.

Regpectfully submitted

Recording Secretary




REFORT ON THURBER SARCTUARY --BOARD CI' DIRECTOR'S MEETING
MaAY 5, 1966 SAW MITL RIVER BRANCH, NATTONAT aAUhHUBON SOCIETY

Mr. Ridgeway ands I have been to the Sanctuary three times.

On the second OCOdolOE, Mr, Hugh D. Moore met with us, and

Miss Velma Cypher. Miss Cypher knows this area very well,

and was able to direct us as to the boundaries, and various
problems connected with the Sanctuary. We hiked around theplace,
and became aware that we would require the co-~operation of
property owners surrounding the area. We talked withsome of the
neighbors, especially those near the place where

an open ditch holds stagnaent water, which is a definite health
hazard %o those living nearby., They explained that in order

to get action, not only the village authorities are involved,but
county and state as well., The property where the water

shouiid be allowed to drain off and away belongs first to the
countty and then the state. There had been a fire in one

place fairly near the road on route 9A. Someone from & passing
car had tossed out a cherry bomb, and the fire department hadbeen
called to put out the fire.

¥r., Moore wrote a letter to Mr. Franais Thurber, inquiring ofhim
whether he was in favor of a meeting with the neighbors

of the Sanctuary, and ssking his opinion on the draining of

the open ditch. After some time, lMr. Thurber responded but

did not seem in favorof the draining of the ditch, as he thought it
would Seprive the birds of water. Actually, no bird would

drink from the water held in those ditches, so this does notseem
8 logical conclusion, Mr. Thurber also had the thought

that one tossed any rubbish back over the fence where it was found
in the Sanctuary. We do not agree with this ides, feelingit
wouvld be extremely poor public relations to follow such a
procedure.

We next returned to the Sanctuary ans replaced the sign near

the right-of-way near the yellow house at the entranne, and rakes
up rubbish, cut some brush; then placed other signs on trees in
the sanctuary. We checked the open ditch, and itwas in a
progressively bad state of gstagnation. To us, itseemed & health
hazard. £4s we discussed the situation, knowing that Mr. Thurber
did not wish the ditch drained, we wondered whether we should lay
a trail away from the ditchesand perhaps ignore what we
considered 2 serious matter. Thisis why we wish to bring this to
the attention of the Board of Directors. Since we are responsible
for the Sanctuary, wethought a condition of this sort reflects on
the society. Wewould like to have your opinion of the matter.

As Far as weare concerned, we 0o not see any point to calling a
meeting of neighborg, since they wust be very irritated by this
openditch on the area.

4 JSenior troop of Girl Scouts at Cssining, offered to move scme
threatened wild flowers from route 100 into the Sanctuary. Since
this isg a bog area snd very wet, 1t did not seem suitable. After
checking on Brintcn Brook as & possibility, I was referred to

the Croton Youth Conservation group who work closely with the

Brooklyn Botanical Branch near 0831n1n§ This information was
relayed to Mrs. Areta Herrington, the Senior advisor of the troop.

&espectful 8 mlﬁtbd,
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