March 13, 1969

A meeting of the Board of Directors of SMRAS Inc. was held Mareh 13,

1969 at the home of Mr. James Lober. Members present were Messrs. Holmes,
Lober, Nettleton, Messiah, Lincoln, Osborn and Ridgeway and Mesdames Holmes,
Ridgeway, Coggeshall, Curnen, Koste and Smith. Also in attendance were Mrs.
Kaye Anderson, Mrs. Dorothy Kinamon and Mrs. Grace Messiah.

Reports of the previous méeting were read and approved.

Treasurer's report showed a balance on hand as of Feb. 28, 1969 of

$3057.21 and in the Sanctuary Endowment Fund $5556.12. Mrs. Holmes reported
that after discussion with the executive committee it had been decided to
purchase bonds through the National Bank of Westchester at 5%.She made a
motion, seconded by Mr. Nettleton that we transfer $166.00 from the
endowment fund to the working fund to pay the expense of puttingon the fund
drive. The budget was then presented to the board and discussed. Mrs.
Holmes moved that the budget be adopted as presented.Seconded by Thelma
Smith, motion was carried.

Mr. Lincoln announced me had had a letter of resignation from the Board
from Mr. William Cotter due to the imposgibility of attending meetings.

Mr. Lincoln brought up the subject of needing some egquipment such as

a file that would lock, and the possibility of obtaining a public address
system for our meetings. Mr. Nettleton mentioned a system that is run
by batteries which is very efficient and was to look into prices.

Membership: Mr. Holmes anncunced a total of 431 members.

Reports from Program Committee, Sanctugry Director and Naturalist's
report were circulated and are attached.

Conservation: At the request of Bob Boyle, a letter was sent to the

State Commissioner of Conservation protesting the permit given to the Croton
Realty Corp. to remove 20,000 cubic yards of gravel from the Croton River
about 2 miles above the mouth. Bob feels this will prevent the spawning of
striped bass and herring in this area and could smother

aquatic insects. It is a state stocked stream. Letters were also sent

to the Town Board of Cortland, Mr. Robert Jonas, Soil and Water Conservation
District, and the Federated Conservationists of Westchester County.

The Federated Conservationists are sponsoring a Forum on March 22 at the
County Center with an exhibit and speakers and discussion on conservation
education. The purpose is to inform teachers and scout leaders, etc. of
the various programs and aids available in the County. SMRAS will be
one of the exhibitors.

On March 26 at a meeting of the Mt. Pleasant Community Service Committee,
the Conservation Advisory Councll will be discussed by Ned Smith of the
Open Space Action Institute., The Conservation Committee of SMRAS is
trying to get community interest and support for a Council before asking
the Town Board to appolnt a council.

On March 14 SMRAS Conservation Committee will present a statement at a
hearing on thermal discharge standards conducted by the New York State
Water Resources Commission. This is the fourth and last hearing held in
the State., At the other hearings industry has objected to the proposed
eriteria as being too expensive and restrictive, so it seems important
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for conservation groups to be heard also.

A plan was presented to the County Board of Supervisors for solid waste
disposal and the eventual elimination of dumping at Croton Point. Full
details will be in the bulletin.

The Council for Emergency Transportation Action has been instrumental in
having a Joint Resolution and legislation introduced in the State legis-
lature. The resolution resolves that there be a moratorium on all new
road, bridge and auxiliary airport construction until a full study is made
of the transportation systems which will service the States major urban
areas in the future.

Mr. Lincoln suggested that we appoint Dorothy Kinamon and Leon Nettleton
as a subcommittee to take care of the Camera Club prize.

¥r. Messiah made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Ridgeway, that we invite
Mr. Engelbrekton as our paid meeting speaker for next year.

Brinton Brook: Mr. Nettleton reported signs up and everything in good
order. Regarding the foxes Mr. Mahon had seen, the feeling of the
board was unanimously against the use of traps. It was suggested

Mr. Mahon be invited to one of our board meetings and perhaps show
some films. :

Regarding possibility of encroaching development adjacent to Brinton
Brook, Mr. Lincoln said they were thinking of asking National Audubon
for protection and he would contact George Porter concerning such a
letter.

Kaye Anderson asked for volunteers to help lead field trips at Pound
Ridge, and Lols Lober and Mary Curnen offered to take some of these.
She has also purchased magnifying glasses for the use of the children
at the price of 89¢ for two.

Chernick: Will Osborn had looked into the matter of securing railroad
ties for use on the trails. Jim Lober made a motion, seconded by Leon
Nettleton that we authorize $60 for the purchase of these.

Scholarship: Mrs. Messiah reported she has sent out about 33 pieces of
mail to schools and newspapers.

Harold Bligh of the By-Laws committee has been contacted and he is
going to work on this.

With agpreciation to the Lobers for their hospitality, meeting adjuurned
at 10:50.

Respegtfully submitted,

Ky e

Recording Secretary
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