March 5, 1970

A meeting of the Board of Directors of SMRAS Inc. was held on March 5, 1970
at the home of Mrs. Curnen. Members and officers present were Messrs.Kayser,
Messiah, Holmes, Lincoln, Wecker, Osborn and Nettleton and Mesdemes Messiah,

Holmes, Curnen, Koste, Smith, Kinaman, Coyle, Coggeshall, Weiss, Anderson and
Ridgeway.

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Treasurer?®s report showed a balance onhand as of Feb. 28 of $3,186.38 and in
the Endowment Fund $5,610.45.

Program Chairman Wecker reported the March 20 meeting is OK for Pleasantville High
School and Mr. Dignan would be given an honorarium of $25.00, April meeting is

to be held at Roselle School. Mrs. Kinaman will again take care of the plaque
for the Camera Club meeting.

Field Trip Chairman Kayser said he would take telephone calls re the April 4 & 5
trip. He will also try to contact Don Kunkel.

Conservation: Mrs. Coggeshall reported that the Timber Bill had apparently been
killed, and also the Boat Pollution Bill. Mamaroneck has a local ordinance for
dumping. The Open Space Institute is considering working with the County to
have the entire river made a wild river throughout the county. The County is
alsoworking to preserve the Burnham-Lewis land.

The course at Westchester Comminity College was oversubscribed, but Mrs. Anderson
did get in. They are plamning another course next Fall for secondary school teachers.

Mr. Lincoln read a letter from Northern Minnesota proposed Voyagers®! National Park

with a resolution asking our society to endorse and support it. Mr. Holmes so moved,
seconded by Mr. Osborn.

Scholarships: Mrs. Messiah stated that publicity is out in the newspapers and schools.
She had called the Chappaqua Garden Club to learn the president would not be back '
until the first day of Spring, and we don't know whether we can get one scholarship
or two. Maine now charges $175, Wisconsin and Wyoming $150. She has received one
request for an application as of this date. /of New Castle

Mr. Wecker, reporting on the Envirommental Group, said have no formal members of SMRAS

as yet, still trying to get young people interested and are focusing now on the
April 22 meeting. The Conservation Advisory Council/ has drawn together information
onpollution and pesticides and is printing up 2000, asking for our support.

Mr. Lincoln suggested we finance 1000 of them if they would give them to us for our use. Mrs.
Ridgeway made a motion, seconded by Mrs.Messiah, that we contribute $25 if we could have
500 copies for distribution.

Membership: Mr. Holmes reported a total of 495 members. Thelma Smith said they

had had a display at the Vishniak meeting and were invited back for the next one., The
Welcome Wagon lady had not 1like the pamphlet because it was for a national

organization primarily and wants something onour local publicity.

Mrs. Holmes announced she had sold 10 more copies of Boyle's book at a profit of $10.Copies
of the budget prepared by the Budget Committee were passed around and discussed. Copy of

budget as corrected is attached. Motion made by Mrs. Coyle, seconded by Mrs. Holmes that we

accept the budget as amended.
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Mr. Lincoln brought up the news that the Allisons want to give us 5 acres bordering
on the Western end of our present holdings in the Gedney Brook sanctuary. It is

all swampland. They would like us to pick up the costs of transfer, survey and
assessment, bank release, etc. which might amount to $250 or $300. Mr. Lincoln

had told them we had not done this before and that our finances were limited.

Mr. Holmes felt it important that we add this property to our area. Mrs. Coggeshall
suggested we do nothing without specific figures. Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Kayser are to
call on them to see how flexible they are, since we want to protect ourselves

against back taxes, etc. Mrs. Coyle suggested she ask for contributions for special
causes through the Bulletin.

Mr. Nettleton submitted the Sanctuary report.He asked whether we are obligated to
send the other $$50 since the conservation officer camnot be reached. Mr. Lincoln
said we have no reason to doubt that we have not received services for our payment,
but mrEw one way to find out is to hold up the last payment and wait for Mr. Donecker
to make his presence known. We should also try to communicate directly with him.
He suggested first sending a letter to Mr, Mahon asking for Mr. Donecker?s current
address so we can settle with him for this year?s expenses.

L
Mrs. Ridgeway reported seeing 5 bluebirds at Brinton Brook, also grouse and pheasant.
Mr. Kayser sald the Spendelow boys have been banding birds at Gedney on weekends.
They are working on seats for the sanctuary and will work on a bulletin board.

Mrs. Anderson had called at Blythedale again and we will lend them some of our books
when we hear from their librarian. She has been invited to Join the Teatown Council
and take tours of nature centers in the area. She described the Red-tailed hawk
that had been picked up at Croton Point.

Mr. Lincoln mentioned the National Convention would be held May 1h-18 at Seattle.
No date set yet for the Bird Clubs of New York meeting.

Mr. Osborn suggested we pool cars for the April Board meeting to be held at his home.
May meeting to be at the Messishs and June meeting at Coggeshalls. With thanks to
Mrs. Curnen for her hospitality, meeting adjourned at 11:10.
Respectfully submitted,
%’@@&/

Recordihg Secretary




1. Propcded Sprinvg Bird Count.
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After chocking with the President, Sanctuary Chalirmenm and Natur'alist,
I recommend our beglnsing an awnual spring bird count in all sanetu~-
aries Quring the migration sesson. This year I am suggesting the May
2=3 week-end, already programmed for field trips to our Sanctuariles,
We could publicize it in field trip announcements, agk memberd to
assemble at noon a8 with our Christmas Bird Cownt to tabulate szpeciss
~and numbers, each chairman assembling totals iun the respeetive
ganctaries, to be turned over to our Naturalist for overall report.
Hdeat Stan, owr only bird-bander, would be asked to participate with

_net end other equipment at Brinton Brook and perhape elsewhers. Early

2.

(birders recommenéed
Patrolling of Brinlon Brook Sanctuary

Reviving our practice ol several years ago, probably beginning.about
962 and latsep ﬁbandoned ne re%uesteé NYS Conservatlion Efisér Robe rt
shon to supervice patro 1ng a Bpinton Brook, essisted by two deputy

wardens . Sines Mr, Mahonr, as a State ‘6ffieial, could_not legally ac~

cept compensation, we annually sent him & $100 check made out to Robert
b necker, ofie of his éeputiea, in the fall, ad $50 in full of aecount

when the huhting seagon enéeé, usaally in February.

Revial of this praetice, folléwinga perimé ofi.naction and ‘no patrol-
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titxx st Brinton Brook, usually by telephone, havé béen included in
most reportes to the Boa rdl by your Sanctuary Director. '

Thia week, deelding to eheck with Mp. Mahon as Lo conclusion of  the
season before asking the Tressurer to forward our final $50, I learn~-

e@ thsat Mr. Mghon is no longer an active Conservation Officer. He
has been on diuabllity leave for more than a year, histedephone now
disconnected and his housze gold. Apparently he etill 1ive¢ in the
area but csnnot be resched.

Succeeding Mp, Mahon ie Edwarg Kurka, HYS CDnnevvation Officer, Box
412, Katonsh, N.¥., CE-2 3056, who knew nothing about Brinton Brook
or oup arrangements with Mp. Mahon. Beb Donecker apparently works
for him s & dputy, unpaid, werden, but never has mentloned Brinton
Brook or hig€ duties there to Mr. Kurka, Whewn iwnformed of rea-ons for
my inquiring, he recommended that I report details te the Reglonz

Spige e b dnendt fi d2ag, 7SRO nee 1@@35154%':, Hae Balbe nwgiwﬁlt&wﬁwt-
ford 4ndubon Spoieti's George Odell.

Theésge develepmente I pevopted to Predident Stan, after which it wag
declded to take uyo ' further sctien without. consu’tation with the
Board of Directors., Separately I have typed up a dogumented report
of our relatione with Mp. Mahon to agcompany tonight g Seeretery’s win~
utes, with a eopy to the Pregident and one to the Bpinton Brook Saneth
ary Chaiprmen. Thanks te our Tressurer, Mra., Weleg, and previous
Tresgurey, Mre. Holmes, I have humbers and smounte of ehecks to Bob
Donecker, $100 October 11, 1968, $50 March 7, 1969 and $100 sept. 15,
1069, eacb endorzed by Rcbert Doneckero "In addition, we have @efray-
ed two honorary membeprshipa teo Mr. Mshon., Both ¥pr. Kurka end I were
unable % tect D » by telephone. o

o contact Mp, Domecker by . p Leon D. Nettleton

Ce. to Preeidenté Becording Seeretary
Brinton Brook Chalpman, Sanétuary D%rector file, Mr. Ogell if wedsd




S  PATROLLING AT BRINTON BROOK SANCTUARY OF S MILL RIVEﬁ -
- AUDUBON SOCIETY INC. under N.Y.State Conservation Officer
Robert Mahon ) S March 5, 1970

A, BEGINNINGE, probab1¥ about 1962 and temporary ceaﬂation

SMRAS (unot yet Inc.) decided on need for hiring someone 1w anthority to be
“eid for patrolling Brinton Brook Sanectuary during hunting seasoti. Joé Mal~
ne, Jim Ritehie & Leon Nettleton journeyed one night to the home of Robeprt
fanon, NYS Conservetlon Officér in Katoneh with Jurisdiction over Croton,
snd srranged to have him and two of his unpaid deputies cover Brinton Brook
duping huhting eeadons. Since Mpr. Mahon as a Statée officer eould not be com=
pensated for n%ch gservices, & check was to be made out tp Robert Doveoker
and mglled to Mehen. ~The original sum may ‘havé been §IOO for the aeason,
gompleted with a Chriatmas cheéck, and later the @mount was increased to $150,
$100 to be paid in November and the remainder when the zeason clogsed, ueually
inw Februsery. Reports were expected, but rarely received in writing.

Prebsbly we had been recommerded to, thé lésal Covitorvation: foicer, Yy,
Saglibene, and by him peferred te My, bigiove, at this time, Mgry' Fegsyth wag
oupr Bristoh Brook Cnairman aid she sometimes daw Vp, Mahon there. *here was
gome dlgssgpeement agd to letting him drive into the sanctuary to the pond -
wlth his boat, pernission for which she refuséd., We webé told that the of-
ficepz arpested onehunter in or near the Sanctuary whewn found wlth two robins
he had shot. He was fined in the Croten court. Others were warned.

. REVIVAL OF PATROLLING, 1968 and folloewing ' ' ' -

" After a while thid practice waeg disoontlinusd, Beginning ig 1968 we décided
to revive the practlce, aiveé the Chailprman, thewn Mp, Haag, récomménded it ae
being needed ~imn order to lessen the 1nflux of trespsasifig havters. Ageorde
ing to reports 40 the Board of Directors and eorrespondence records, these
were the subsequent happenings*

. {dated Opt’, 11) .

“tober 10, 1968, Mr, Manon mes gsent cheek #556 for $100/made otit to Rgbert
-Jneekér, tobe complemented 1ln Februsary with another $50, Agccompanyling
wag letter to Him from Leon Nettleton, Director of Sagnctuaries, also mén-
tioned in Direcctor's repori Novembér 10, 1988. Board voted to giveé Mp, Mghon
an hoporary membership in Nat Andubon Soclation ag token of appreciation,

Kov, 14 report to Biraetors, Mr.) ahaﬂ hee begun patrolllng

Dee. 12, 1968 repcrt ‘that Er. Mahon ané two deputiee had patpq}ied for 8 tatal
ed two tpespassers ‘end had heard gshote, reeommended posting mopre He Treapassm“
ing nigne te be geen fram cars on Route 9, Hp, Mahon enjoys Auduben M “agazine .

Jan. 9, 1069 réport: "Congérvation Officer Mahon is confined to hid home with
s6pions batk treuble. Over the fone, he 'gald that hle men are contlnuing to
patrel Brinton Brock sud report ! rothing spectacular there"

Feb, 15, 1969 report: Mp, Mahon has ‘béer 11l with deplous back troubls that
could entall surgery. Altho reported improved, hé Wmee not avallable to rebert
by letter or fone this week. Informal report from his deputy, Bob Donecker,
gays that duplng the past eouple of months about fifteen hunteprs had been #p-
pretiended and warned ot to rétibn, and noue had, Incrieasd might have been
due to lsok of patrolling lagt yesr. ‘Moet were Tepom the clty': named and’
addresses are off file with “p, Mahon. getotd offenders wlll be srrested" .
Director recommended permanent policy of patrolling during hnnting gessong .




~ PATROLLING AT BRINTOF BROOK SANCTUARY -2-

Merch 13, 1969 report: Hunting sesszon now over. Mpr. Mahon and deputies Hhave
completed their duties ahd received final $50 stipend. A mritten report wes
received mentioning gun shots heéard but nei“viélatiohé”occubring; "The
poacon ag a whole was qulte succeasful, Nop actual violatlofsg, and no great
nroblems™, eoncluding hope of sttending a méetlng with us some time and
1oming s £ilm on law enforceméent. Masreh 7, 1969 check #632 for $50 sent
“p, Mshon made out to Robert Donecker end returned endorsed by Mp. Donecker.

sept. 11, 1969 Director's prepopt: snuie L patpol to'beégin next month (0ct.)
under supérvision of Mp. Mahon, dost same as last year--$LO0 now, $50 at end
of season. Sept. 15, 1969, $100 check #707 sent him made out to Robert Don-

ecker, returned endorsed by ¥r. Donecker,
Oct. 10 vepérp may have made no mention of patrol.

fov. 169: see Secretery's mirutes,

Deé. 12, 1969 Director's report: "our Conservation Off fver, Bob Matich, re-
ports everything finé ant Bplnton Brook Sanctusry--the best he hag éver seen
1t, TEvery weock-end the area 1d patro’led by him or By Beb Coneckéer. He -
wpites, *mahy pergoiis were checked near the Samctwuary. My mén report very
fewproblems,' Cofimenting ok Bob Ridgeway & report of two shotgun stiells
found in- theSanctuary reeently, Mp, Mghon' su gpestéd that thewe might indicate
goneone'y havig éntéred via the Con Edison territory. Mr. Mahonr's new ad-
dregn: 127 Hantville Rd., Katonsh, telephoneCE-2 4374." .

Jau . 11, 1970 letter to Mp. Mabon exprézaed our apprééiation, reported renéw-
al of hld honorery membersn ip, and inW ansver to a qUesgtion of his clarified
oup agheément thet final $50 would be sent after the hunting seasow eneed in
February. - - ‘

eb., 1970% seé Seevetary's mifutes., I believe that “r. Mghon hed reported
thﬁ,éaﬂQ?u&Py as polleed effectlively. . : _

Conelugioni: see DIRECTOR OF SANCTUARIES REPORT 3/5/70 #2 Patrolling at
Bﬂiaton Eraek‘sagctgagx . '

Ce. to President, Seerétapy, Brinton Brook Chairman, Mr. Ogell 4f needed,

_ Leon D. Nettleten, ~ =~
'V SMRAS Ine. Pyrector of Sancparés






