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March 5, 1970 

A meeting of the Board of Directors of SMRAS Inc. was held on March 5, 1970 
at the home of Mrs. Curnen. Members and officers present were Messrs.Kayser, 
Messiah, Holmes, Lincoln, Wecker, Osborn and Nettleton and Mesdames Messiah, 
Holmes, Curnen, Koste, Smith, Kinaman, Coyle, Coggeshall, Weiss, Anderson and 
Ridgeway. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Treasurer's report showed a balance on hand as of Feb. 28 of $3,186.38 and in 
the Endowment Fund $5,610.45. 

Program Chairman Wecker reported the March 20 meeting is OK for Pleasantville High 
School and Mr. Dignan would be given an honorarium of $25.00. April meeting is 
to be held at Roselle School. Mrs. Kinaman will again take care of the plaque 
for the Camera Club meeting. 

Field Trip Chairman Kayser said he would take telephone calls re the April 4 & 5 
trip. He will also try to contact Don Kunkel. 

Conservation: Mrs. Coggeshall reported that the Timber Bill had apparently been 
killed, and also the Boat Pollution Bill. Mamaroneck has a local ordinance for 
dumping. The Open Space Institute is considering working with the County to 
have the entire river made a wild river throughout the county. The County is 
also working to preserve the Burnham-Lewis land. 

The course at Westchester Community College was oversubscribed, but Mrs. Anderson 
did get in. They are planning another course next Fall for secondary school teachers. 

Mr. Lincoln read a letter from Northern Minnesota proposed Voyagers' National Park 
with a resolution asking our society to endorse and support it. Mr. Holmes so moved, 
seconded by Mr. Osborn. 

Scholarships: Mrs. Messiah stated that publicity is out in the newspapers and schools. 
She had called the Chappaqua Garden Club to learn the president would not be back 
until the first day of Spring, and we don't know whether we can get one scholarship 
or two. Maine now charges $175, Wisconsin and Wyoming $150. She has received one 
request for an application as of this date. /of New Castle 

as yet, still trying to get young people interested and are focusing now on the
Mr. Wecker, reporting on the Environmental Group, said have no formal 

 
members of SMRAS

April 22 meeting. The Conservation Advisory Council/has drawn together information 
on pollution and pesticides and is printing up 2000, asking for our support. 
Mr. Lincoln suggested we finance 1000 of them if they would give them to us for our use. Mrs. 
Ridgeway made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Messiah, that we contribute $25 if we could have 
500 copies for distribution. 

Membership: Mr. Holmes reported a total of 495 members. Thelma Smith said they 
had had a display at the Vishniak meeting and were invited back for the next one. The 
Welcome Wagon lady had not like the pamphlet because it was for a national 
organization primarily and wants something on our local publicity. 

Mrs. Holmes announced she had sold 10 more copies of Boyle's book at a profit of $10. Copies 

of the budget prepared by the Budget Committee were passed around and discussed. Copy of 

budget as corrected is attached. Motion made by Mrs. Coyle, seconded by Mrs. Holmes that we 

accept the budget as amended.
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Mr. Lincoln brought up the news that the Allisons want to give us 5 acres bordering 
on the Western end of our present holdings in the Gedney Brook sanctuary, It is 
all swampland. They would like us to pick up the costs of transfer, survey and 
assessment, bank release, etc, which might amount to $250 or $300. Mr. Lincoln 
had told them we had not done this before and that our finances were limited. 
Mr, Holmes felt it important that we add this property to our area. Mrs. Coggeshall 
suggested we do nothing without specific figures. Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Kayser are to 
call on them to see how flexible they are, since we want to protect ourselves 
against back taxes, etc. Mrs. Coyle suggested she ask for contributions for special 
causes through the Bulletin, 

Mr, Nettleton submitted the Sanctuary report. He asked whether we are obligated to 
send the other $,$50 since the conservation officer cannot be reached, Mr. Lincoln 
said we have no reason to doubt that we have not received services for our payment, 
but mm one way to find out is to hold up the last payment and wait for Mr, Donecker 
to make his presence known. We should also try to communicate directly with him. 
He suggested first sending a letter to Mr, Mahon asking for Mr. Donecker's current 
address so we can settle with him for this year's expenses. 

Mrs. Ridgeway reported seeing 5 bluebirds at Brinton Brook, also grouse and pheasant. 
Mr. Kayser said the Spendelow boys have been banding birds at Gedney on weekends, 
They are working on seats for the sanctuary and will work on a bulletin board, 

Mrs. Anderson had called at Blythedale again and we will lend them some of our books 
when we hear from their librarian. She has been invited to join the Teatown Council 
and take tours of nature centers in the area. She described the Red-tailed hawk 
that had been picked up at Croton Point, 

Mr, Lincoln mentioned the National Convention would be held May 14-18 at Seattle. 
No date set yet for the Bird Clubs of New York meeting, 

Mr. Osborn suggested we pool cars for the April Board meeting to be 
May meeting to be at the Messiahs and June meeting at Coggeshalls, 
Mrs, Curnen for her hospitality, meeting adjourned at 11:10, 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Recording Secretary 

held at his home. 
With thanks to 
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l. Propo�ea S�ring Bird Counto ... 
After cfiec ing with the President, sanct1;1ary Chairmen ana Naturalist, 
I rea:ommend our beginning an annual spril:lg bird count in all sanctu­
aries during the migration season.· This year I am suggesting the M,iy 
2-3 weel!:-end, already programmed for field tripe to our SanctLFaries.· 
We could publicize it in field trip announcements, ask members to 
assemble at noon as with our Christmas Bird Count to tabulate speoies 
and numbers, each chairman assembling totals in the respective 
eanctariee, to be turned over to our Naturalist for overall report. 
Pres­idlent Stan, our only birtil-bander, would be asked to participate with
net anli! other equipment at Brinton Brook and perhaps elsewhere�· Early 

· · · (bir_aere recomme�sled 
2. Patrollirrn; of Brinton Brook Sanctuatl _ _ _ __ _ Reviving our practice of sever-al years ago, probably beginning about 

1962 and later abandonea, we requestea·NYs Coneervatiori Off:ieer Reibert 
Manon to superviee patrolling at Brinton Brook,·-_ iliis isted by ·two deputy 
w!ll'deile. since Mr� lifahon; as as tate official, could not legally- ac- 
oept compensation, we anriually sent him a $100 ob.eek made out to Robert 
Il neck:er, one of hie deputies; iii the fall, mi!! $50 in full of account 
0
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seasons., Each ! time we maa�Mr. Mahon an honorai.ymember -: of ourSoo:l.ety ana e en t him a i!ubi!cription to Audubon. Re ports from him on conditions 
ilin at Brinton Brook, usually by telephone, have been included in 
most reports to the Board! by ;rour Sanctuary Director� -

Tl:lis week, deciding to check with Mr. Mahon as to conolus ion of tb.e 
seaeon before asking the Treasurer to forward our final $50, r.·1earn­
ea tlaa.t :Mr. M2hon is no lo,;ger an active Coneeriation Officer. He 
has been on disability leave for·morethan a year, hietelephone now 
disconl'lected and hie houee sold. Apparently he etill lives in the 
area but cannot be reachea. 

sucoeeaing Mr. Mahon ii:! E(ilward :g:ul"ka, �TYS Conservation Officer, Box 
412, Katonah, N '.Y., CE-2 3056, _ who knew nothing about Brinton Brook 
or our arrangements with Mi,. Mahom� Bob Donecker apparently works 
for him aa a ieputy, unpaid, warden, but never hae · mentioned Brinton 
Brook or his· duties there to Mr. Kurka� When informed of rea,,ons · for 
my inquiring, he recommended that I repoJ?t _ cietaile to the Regiona ·· 

Conservation Off icier, George Odell, at New Paltz regional headquart;;.
f 

 ere, telephones 1-255.;'7270 or 1-255.:5453, who ie no relation to Bed­
fora Auaubon s0cietj:'e George Oiiell. 

These develepmente I reported to President Stan,_ after which it wae 
deciliied to teJte 110' further action without consultation with the 
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Donecker, $100 October ll, 1968, $50 March '7, 1969 an(il $100 sept. 15, 
1969, each endorsed by Robert Donecker. -In addition, we have defray­
ed two honorary membeJ?ehipe to Mr. Mahon. Both Mr-. Kurka and I wer-e 
unable to contact Mr, Ilonecker by telephone. 

Leon Il. Nettleton
Co. to President Recording seor-etary 

Brinton Brook 6hairman, Sanctuary Director file, Mr. 0dell if reede(il 








