
Saw Mill River Audubon 

April 15, 2024 Board Meeting Minutes (taken by William Kellner) 

Meeting held at the Croton Free Library, Croton-on-Hudson, NV 

Present (in bold type): Erik Andersen, Cary Andrews, Ginger Bernardin, Mitchell Goldfarb, Philip 

Heidelberger, Rik Kaufman, Suzanne Kavic, William Kellner, Valerie Lyle, Tom McEnerney, Michael Madias, 

Jr., Mark Magel, Kara Mason, Kenneth Novenstern, Steve Rappaport, Tom Ruth, Lynn Salmon, Richard 
Saravay, Jean Sparacin, Jennifer Stern, Larry Trachtenberg, Kathleen Williamson. Executive Director Anne 

Swaim was also present. 

Absent: Cary, Suzanne, Richard, Jenni 

Meeting started at 7:07 PM. 

President's Report-Erik Andersen 

Erik, noting that a quorum was present, began the meeting. 

Motion: To approve the minutes of the board of directors meeting held on March 4, 2024 and as circulated. 
Motion by: Kathleen Williamson. Seconded by: Tom Ruth. Motion carried (all prese�t voted affirmatively). 

Referring to SMRA's 2024 annual dinner, which was held on March 24, Erik said the gathering was a great suc­
cess. We had record attendance, with 99 people filling the venue at the Mariandale Conference Center. There 
were entertaining and informative presentations from our 2023 Larry Light Scholarship recipient about her 
adventures at Audubon's Hog Island Camp and our keynote speaker, Heather Wolf, author of Find More Birds: 

111 Surprising Ways to Spot Birds Wherever You Are. Erik thanked the volunteers and Anne, whose work plan­
ning and setting up helped make this such a wonderful evening. 

A special thank you was extended to Patricia Loquet, creator of the beautiful quilt, "Forest Friends," for our 
annual fundraising quilt raffle. The winner was announced at the annual dinner. Larry told the board that Pa­
tricia received an email from the winner of the quilt raffle describing how much he loved the quilt. The win­
ning ticket was sold to a New Jersey resident who visited the SMRA exhibit at EagleFest. 

An updated list of SMRA Committee members is included with tonight's meeting handouts. Note that there 
has been some shifting of personnel on several committees. We are trying to revitalize committees that have 
been inactive since COVID. Please let Anne know if any changes should be made to individual assignments. 

Our annual audit for 2023 has finally been completed and the required filings submitted. We are preparing a 
request for proposal (RFP) to consider hiring a different firm to handle our yearly audits; the RFP will be sent 
to our current auditors as well as to up to four prospective replacements. Tom McEnerney noted that, under 
the NYS nonprofit regulations, an annual audit or an audit review is required. While we have been getting an­
nual audits from our auditors, we will consider getting an audit review in the future. An audit review relies on 
the client vouching for the accuracy of the data submitted; costs may be less than for a full audit. Erik rioted 
that in the RFP, our current and prospective new auditors will be asked about the possibility of doing an audit 
review instead of a full audit. The RFP will request quotes for a three-year engagement with our auditors; 

�, there will be an option to terminate the relationship before the full three years. Erik thanked Mitch for accept­
ing the chairmanship of the Audit Committee. 










